January 7, 2005

HOUSE BILL No. 1003

DIGEST HB 1003 (Updated January 5, 2005 4:52 am - DI 103)

Citations Affected: Numerous provisionsthroughout the Indianacode.

Synopsis: Economic development. Consolidates various provisions
related to the economic development corporation (IEDC) into one
article of the Indiana Code. Provides that the governor is the
chairperson of the IEDC board. Reduces the membership of the IEDC
board from 23 to 12 members. Abolishes the department of commerce,
the steel industry advisory commission, the enterprise zone board, the
small business development corporation, the film commission, the
business modernization and technol ogy corporation, and the economic
development council. Transfersthe duties and powers of these entities
to the IEDC. Specifies that certain programs related to tourism,
community development, and energy that are currently administered by
the department of commerce shall be administered by the lieutenant
governor. Repeals provisions related to functions of the department of
commerce that are transferred to the IEDC. Abolishes the office of
tourism and community development and the office of energy policy,
which were to take over certain duties of the department of commerce
onJuly 1, 2005. Specifiesthat when making appointmentstothe | EDC
board, the governor shall appoint at least five members belonging to
the same political party asthe governor and at | east three memberswho
belong to a major political party other than the party of which the
governor isamember. Providesthat members of the IEDC board may
not vote by proxy. Providesthat the IDEC board and employees of the
IEDC are under the jurisdiction of the state ethics commission and are
subject to ethics rules that apply to the executive branch of state
government. Allows the IEDC board to adopt additional ethics rules
that are more stringent than those adopted by the state ethics
commission. Specifiesexplicitly that the [EDC and the IEDC board are
subject to the open door law and the public records law. Makes
conforming changes.

Effective: Upon passage.

Borror, Harris T, Woodruff, Reske

January 4, 2005, read first time and referred to Committee on Commerce, Economic
Development and Small Business.
January 6, 2005, amended, reported — Do Pass.
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